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ELECTRICITY NETWORK — BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEMS 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Energy) [12.23 pm]: I rise to inform members about the 
McGowan government’s continued futureproofing of our electricity network through the installation of battery 
storage systems on our electricity grid. Much progress has been made in 2020. On 10 February, I launched Perth’s 
first community PowerBank battery storage system for customers in Ellenbrook to virtually store excess solar generation 
to use in the afternoon and evening peak times. This was in addition to trials undertaken in Meadow Springs, 
Falcon and Alkimos. In the Meadow Springs trial, customers collectively saved $11 000 on their power bills. Since 
then, Western Power has installed 10 further batteries at Ashby, Two Rocks, Canning Vale, Vasse, Kalgoorlie, 
Westgrove, Port Kennedy, Yokine and Parmelia, and a behind-the-meter unit at the Margaret River Recreation 
Centre. The amendments to the Electricity Corporations Act 2005 that this government passed earlier this year 
with the Electricity Industry Amendment Bill 2019 have helped to enable this continued deployment. These batteries 
benefit the energy network by providing near instantaneous essential systems services or load-following ancillary 
services such as frequency regulation. Synergy customers with solar power who live in areas surrounding the 
PowerBank batteries will also be able to purchase storage space to save their excess solar generation for use 
when they need it. This next generation PowerBank offering will be made available early next year. These batteries 
are in addition to the 10 Synergy schools virtual power plants that I and the Minister for Education announced 
in September. 
All this work is an important part of our state’s transition towards a low-carbon future and ensuring our energy 
system can support the rapid uptake of renewable generation. This government has developed a plan for our energy 
future through our energy transformation strategy, which has developed our “Distributed Energy Resources 
Roadmap” and more recently has modelled future possibilities for the grid through the whole-of-system plan. 
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